Tanker Return to Service Incident

An incident at an SLP terminal occurred recently when a driver found a small leak on an outlet pipe on
his tanker.
An SLP Authorised Inspection Location (AlL) attended the tanker owners depot to repair the leak, the

AIL removed the pipework from the tanker at the internal valve outlet flange, so the pipework could be
taken back to the All's workshop for repair. The AIL attempted to seal off the internal valve outlet

flange with items he had available at the time, this being a sheet of foam and wire gauze, the AIL
thinking this would restrict any vapour from exiting the compartment if the internal valve was opened.
A temporary fix until the cracked pipework is repaired and reinstalled at a later date. The AIL did not

provide the vehicle owner/driver with a return to service document advising if the vehicle was safe to
load?

The tanker was then driven to an SLP terminal by a driver who believed the tanker was in a suitable
condition to load, the driver believing he could load all compartments other than the compartment
that was under repair. When the vehicle arrived at the terminal and the driver operated the internal

valve button, residue that had been held in the compartment from a previous load flowed through the
foam and wire gauze spilling out of the compartment, putting an estimated 2 litres of product to

ground in the loading bay.

What can we learn from this?

* With the pipe work removed the AIL should have fitted a blanking flange c/w gasket, this would
properly sealed the compartment outlet flange.

* As well as fitting a blanking flange to the outlet, the AIL could have removed and isolated the air line
to the disabled compartment internal valve actuator to ensure the internal valve could not be
operated.

* Alock out tag could have been placed on the drive away protection system gate by the AIL
indicating to all that the vehicle is under repair and should not be loaded?

* If the AIL deemed the tanker safe to load then the AIL must issue a return to service document
indicating the condition of the tanker and if the tanker is fit to load.
* The driver knowing or suspecting the tanker is under repair must seek a return to service document,

to confirm the tankers condition and to provide confirmation to the terminal the tanker is
acceptable to load.

Drivers MUST insist AlL’s provide a return to service document if their tanker has been serviced or
repaired, where the AlL has opened a tanker or repaired or replaced compartment, pipework,

valving, venting, camlocks or hatches.
Greg Royston

SLP Compliance Manager
greg@safeload.co



